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FULHAM GARDENS PRIMARY SCHOOL 

SCHOOL PROSPECTUS 

 
Aiming for Excellence  -  Powerful Learning  for Life 

 
Mitton Avenue, Henley Beach   

SOUTH AUSTRALIA SA 5022 

Telephone (08) 8356 3726  Fax (08) 8235 1249 

                                                                         Email:  dl.0934_info@schools.sa.edu.au  
  

Website: www.fulhmgdnps.sa.edu.au   

 

 

http://www.fulhmgdnps.sa.edu.au/
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OUR MISSION 
We aim for the continuous improvement of student learning, where all students 

engage in a quality educational program that supports effort and excellence, fosters 
participation and responsibility and is responsive to changing societal needs. 

 

OUR SCHOOL VALUES 

Successful learning  - including others - honesty - respect – responsibility. 

 
Values are embedded in our daily practice at Fulham Gardens Primary School.  

Through daily and ongoing teaching and learning programs, our values  
are introduced and reinforced. 

 

 

From the Principal 

Welcome to Fulham Gardens Primary School.  

The information in this handbook is provided to ensure a successful transition into our learning 

community for your children and family. 

We believe children learn best when parents/ carers and the school are working in partnership 

throughout the course of your child’s learning journey at Fulham Gardens Primary School. 

You can look forward to our committed partnership and our total care and education to the 

learning and wellbeing of your child. 

¶ Specialist Student Leadership and Decision Making Program  

¶ A Specialist Music Program where students can learn violin or viola.  

¶ Cultural Studies – we have a vibrant, diverse and multi-cultural community with much to offer in 

terms of character building for Australian Children. We Celebrate the diversity within our 

community. 

¶ Strong focus on Values Education and Character Development 

¶ Extensive use of computer technologies to individualize learning for all students 

¶ Senior choir . 

¶ Trees for Life/ sustainability. 

¶ Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Programme. 

¶ Environmental Education  

¶ Active Sporting and Healthy Eating Approaches. 

¶ Special Education support. 

¶ Transition programs. 

¶ School Canteen with healthy food emphasis. 

¶ Recycle Rangers Program. 

¶ SAPSASA AND full SPORTS PROGRAM 

Contact our Principal, Tony Varbaro. On 08) 8356 3726 or dl.0934.info@schools.sa.edu.au  For further 

information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:dl.0934.info@schools.sa.edu.au
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CURRICULUM 

At Fulham Gardens Primary School we provide a curriculum aligned to the Australian Curriculum.  

Class and specialist programs draw from the following areas of study: The Arts ( Dance, Drama, 

Media Arts, Music, Visual Arts) ;English; Health & Physical Education; History, Geography, 

Mathematics; Languages other than English (Japanese); Science; and Design & Technologies, 

Digital Technologies.  Teachers at this school focus on integrated studies to assist children in their 

learning across curriculum areas. Special features of the school’s curriculum delivery include:                                                  

LITERACY AND NUMERACY 

Students at Fulham Gardens participate in a Literacy and Numeracy program each day. This is an 

intensive learning time for all students. Although this is not the only time students take part in 

literacy and numeracy. All curriculum areas have aspects of literacy and numeracy integrated 

into their programs. 

Students are exposed to a variety of reading schemes and writing styles. This is often dependent 

on the year level of the child and their level of competence.  

In the development of numeracy there is an emphasis on essential skills in number, measurement, 

space and chance and data. Teachers provide a variety of problem solving tasks, hands on 

activities and text book practice. 

TECHNOLOGY AND DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES                                                                             

The use of Interactive Whiteboard technology, computers, scanners, digital camera and Internet 

access is incorporated into the curriculum. Computers are located in all classrooms for presenting 

work and communicating and accessing information.   

Students use word processing, multimedia and databases during their normal lessons.  A bank of 

20+ computers is located in the resource centre for classes to conduct group research and explicit 

teaching of computer literacy. 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Physical education skills are taught by class teachers and fitness activities occur regularly in all 

classes during the week. 

The school has large resurfaced netball and basketball courts and substantial grassed areas.  

Separate football, Cricket and soccer pitches are available on the grassed area.   

In addition to Physical Educations skills development, children have the opportunity to participate 

in a variety of sporting activities within and beyond the school day.  Year 4-7 students participate 

in SAPSASA competitions, which are held on Friday afternoons.  Most sports have modified rules for 

primary children.  District and State Athletics carnivals are held late in the year. Throughout the 

year students have the opportunity to take part in a variety of sporting clinics.  

Sports Day is held each y ear in a range of formats  

School houses used for SPORTS DAY and other activities as planned are: 

  ¶  ¶  

Banksia (Green)  ¶ Correa (Red)  ¶ Wattle (Yellow)  

 

¶ Blue Gum (Blue)  
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SWIMMING AND AQUATICS 

All children participate in water activities as part of the 

physical education program. Years R-5 have a week of 

swimming instruction in Term 2. Years 6/7 participate in 

aquatics at West Lakes in Term 1. 

DRAMA, MUSIC AND CHOIR 

All students learn Music and Drama through a program 

provided by a specialist teacher. Visiting music teachers 

provide instruction in violin and woodwind to interested 

children in years 4-7. Junior and Senior choirs operate with 

children in years 4/5 and 6/7. These programs are compulsory aspects of the curriculum and all 

students are expected to participate.  

Additional optional opportunities are available for students selected for the South Australian Public 

Schools Music Festival. 

SCIENCE 

Students carry out investigations according to the South Australian Curriculum Standards. It is often 

taught as enquiry approach, with experiments conducted in classes. 

   

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY 

This subject involves students developing understandings about people, diversity and the 

technological world. They learn to question by assessing their own and others’ products, processes 

and systems. This is a hands on subject where students enjoy the construction aspect of design 

technology. 

SOCIETY AND ENVIRONMENT 

Students develop understandings under the key ideas of: Time, Continuity and Change, Place, 

Space and Environment, Societies and Cultures, and Social Systems. They may work on inquiry 

based learning topics utilising a range of resources, both text and computer based.  

LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH 

Students learn the Japanese language and culture with a specialist Japanese teacher. 

SUPPORTING CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 

Teaching staff identify the learning needs of students by using screening tests. Programs with 

specific education outcomes for each child include: 

ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE (ESL) 

Individuals and groups of children are supported by the Special Needs teacher and Ancillary Staff 

appointed to the school.  Interpreters and bilingual support is available for students matching the 

criteria. 
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STUDENTS AT RISK 

Students with special needs are supported by the Special Needs teacher, class teachers and 
School Support Officers. The Special Needs teacher works individually or in small groups both within 
the class and in a withdrawal room. Our class sizes are also small enough so that the class teacher 
can set up individualised programs with identified children. 
 

ASSEMBLIES 

A key purpose of school assemblies is to provide an opportunity for students to share their work 

with an audience and to develop speaking and listening skills. Another significant reason is the 

sharing and dissemination of information. 

An organisation assembly {in-house assembly} is conducted by senior students each fortnight.  

 

A SCHOOL SHOWCASE ASSEMBLY is presented by classes 

on a rotational basis. The class teacher is responsible for 

organising and running the assembly with the students. 

Items can come from either the organising class or from 

any others. The assembly is the forum for children to gain 

confidence in speaking and performing in front of a large 

group. Parents are invited and encouraged to attend 

assemblies.‘Coffee and Chat’ is a social opportunity for 

parents and visitors to meet with the Principal after the 

assembly. Assembly dates will be included in the 

newsletter. 

 

ATTENDANCE 

Children arrive at school between 8:30am and 8:45am. Lessons commence at 8:55am. If a child is 

absent for any reason, parents must notify the school between 8:00am and 8:55am. 
 

BULLYING 

The school response to bullying of any kind is addressed in 

accordance with the School Behaviour Code. The 

school’s preventative response to bullying and 

harassment involves a major focus on providing: 

A SAFE, SUPPORTIVE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT 

All members of the school community having the right to a safe, secure 

learning environment, free from harassment and violence. 

Safe practices, organizational routines and procedures and sound, productive 

working relationships. 

All forms of bullying will be responded to. It is the responsibility of all staff to act 

decisively, and in a timely manner. 

Staff use Restorative Practices when dealing with student issues. This approach 

focuses on repairing relationships rather than punishments. 

For more information go to DECD website www.bullyingnoway.gov.au. 

CANTEEN 

The school canteen provides recess and lunch time snacks on Monday , Wednesday and Friday . 

Lunch orders are available on Mondays, Wednesdays  and Fridays . Lunches are ordered using the 

classroom lunch box. Price lists are available each term through the school office. Lunch orders 

should be written on a lunch bag with the money in a sealed envelope. 

http://www.bullyingnoway.gov.au/
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CAR PARKING ð DROPPING OFF AND PICKING UP CHILDREN 

The car parks off Mitton Avenue are for use by school and Dental Clinic staff only.  When dropping 

off and picking up the children, parking in the “No Parking” and “No Standing” zones will result in 

traffic infringement notices from the City of Charles Sturt.  

We ask parents to observe the parking restrictions in the areas near the school in the interests of 

student safety. 

COLLECTION OF MONEY 

All money payable to the school is handled through Front Office reception. A cash register receipt 

will be issued for all moneys received.  

Money sent with children must be in a sealed envelope and marked with childõs name, amount, 

and purpose. The envelope is given to the class teacher. 

Parents may also pay money directly to the front office.  

Visa card facilities are available at this school.  

DENTAL CLINIC 

The school has a Dental Clinic on site. Parents need to enrol for services. Contact should be made 

through the Dental Clinic for information about this service for primary age children.  

 Telephone: (08) 83568394 

ENROLMENT PROCEDURES FOR RECEPTION STUDENTS 

If your child turns five before May 1, they will start school on the first day of Term One in that year. If 

your child turns five on or after May 1, they will start school on the first day of Term One the 

following year. 

The new start date will mean that all children will receive four terms of Reception. There is a 

calculator at http://www.earlyyears.sa.edu.au/ that can assist you to clarify when your child will 

be able to start preschool or school. 

Students other than Reception students, who enrol mid term must meet with the Principal.  

During this meeting a determination is made regarding class placement. 

Reception students have their own unique Transition Program. This usually takes the form of three 

visits, one of one hour, morning to recess then up to half a day as negotiated.  

If special needs exist that require additional support, the class teacher will be involved in 

developing a Student Learning Plan before the student commences. 

   

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.earlyyears.sa.edu.au/
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DRESS CODE 

Governing Council identified a dress code which is compulsory for all students. 

The dress code is based on the school colours of green, grey, gold and white.  

Hats are worn at playtimes except between June and September, when UV tines are lower. 

 

¶ Windcheaters - Bottle green or Gold (Iron on school logos available) 

¶ Tops - Polo shirt, Skivvy - Gold, Bottle Green or White 

¶ Shorts - Bottle Green or Grey 

¶ Trousers or Track Pants - Bottle Green or Grey 

¶ Dresses - Green and White Check 

¶ Skirts - Bottle Green 

¶ Skorts - Bottle Green 

¶ Jackets - Bottle Green polar fleece 

¶ Hat - legionnaires, full brimmed or bucket - Bottle Green 

¶ Footwear is required to meet safety standards. Sandals - supportive design - NO thongs or open 

back sandals 

¶ Socks - White or Grey 

All clothing should be plain or have the school logo. 

Brand names or prints e.g: Nike, Adidas are not to be worn. 

Garments maybe purchased by ordering through the school uniform shop or from local stores. 

Sport uniforms, when representing the school is gold/green top, with green bottoms.   

Some loan uniforms are available from the school. 

¶ Make up is not permitted. 

¶ Any shoulder length hair MUST BE TIED BACK as a health precaution against the spread of  

head lice amongst students. 

¶ Thongs, tank tops and sleeveless/backless dresses are not permitted. 

¶ Watches, small sleepers or studs for pieced ears are the only jewellery to be worn. 

¶ Some parents require their child to have a mobile phone for emergency purposes. Mobile 

phones must be handed in at the office for safe keeping on arrival at school and collected at 

the end of the school day. Front office staff will contact students with messages if necessary. If 

parents wish to phone their child(ren) contact is to be made via the school office on 8356 3726 

and they will be transferred as required. 

¶ Electronic toys, music devices and other equipment are not permitted and will be kept by the 

class teacher or in the office until the end of the school day. 

EXCURSIONS 

Parents will receive advance notice of excursions, camps and cultural activities. A consent form 

and fee must be received prior to participation. Parents are requested to sign a general 

permission form for local walks.  This enables classes to walk to nearby facilities in our community.  
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FIRST AID ð SICKNESS, INJURY 

All staff members are trained in Basic Emergency Life Support.  

If a child is unable to continue lessons because of illness or injury, parents/caregivers will be 

contacted to collect the child.  

Parents must provide detailed information of potentially life threatening conditions  

(e.g. allergies, asthma) and associated management procedures. Parents also have the 

responsibility of updating this information annually or when changes occur to living circumstances 

or the health of their child. This is essential so that in emergencies the school can contact parents 

quickly.  

Decisions will be made by the school on the occasion when parents cannot be contacted 

quickly. 

In the case of illness or injuries requiring hospital care, an ambulance will be called. The payment 

of this fee is a parental responsibility.  

Required Medication  - If it is necessary for a child to have medication, such as ventolin, an asthma 

plan or alternative plan is to be submitted along with your doctor’s instructions.  

FOOD ð WE ARE A NUT AWARE SCHOOL 

Some of our students have life threatening allergies and as such we are an ‘Allergy Aware’ school. 

We seek everyone’s support and cooperation to ensure products containing nuts are kept at 

home. Students eat recess and lunch in the class or lunch shed prior to moving outside for play 

breaks. 

GOVERNING COUNCIL 

Council consists of elected parents, the Principal or delegate a representative of the Staff, 

Canteen and Students.  

An affiliated committee elects its own delegate to Governing Council, with full voting rights on 

behalf of their committee.  

Council meets twice per term and discusses all areas of governance, namely: the education plan 

and policy matters, grounds development and maintenance, the purchase and replacement of 

appropriate equipment and finance matters. Parents are welcome to attend Council meetings.  

HOMEWORK POLICY 

Homework expectations vary from year level to year level, within the school’s policy.   

Homework is set to reinforce and consolidate the student’s learning habits and progress.  

Expectations are outlined by class teachers at the beginning of the year in the class information 

booklet.  This booklet is distributed annually at The Parent Information Night.  

Homework is most effective when students understand its purpose, see the link to work done at 

school and have been actively supported to develop independent study skills.  

DECD regulations allow homework to be set - with due regard to the age of the child. Our policy is 

for students from year 5 to year 7 to be set homework on a regular basis. Children in the lower 

classes are set homework on occasions.   

Teachers and school communities should actively engage in conversations and discussions with 

parents, where homework has been identified as a concern, to negotiate reasonable amounts of 

homework and timelines for the completion of homework. 
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MATERIALS AND SERVICES CHARGE 

The Governing Council sets the materials and services charge for the year.  

This fee includes textbooks, classroom materials and most stationery. Parents receive the account 

for fees in December of the previous year. School fees are expected to be paid by March 31st 

each year.  

NEWSLETTERS   

It is a practice of this school for class teachers to communicate on regular basis with 

parents/caregivers of their students on aspects of their curriculum, participation in school life, 

activities and important school matters 

The ‘Gardens Gazette’ is the main means of communicating between school and home.  It is 

published fortnightly.  

The distribution day for newsletters is scheduled for Fridays. Where possible other notices will be 

sent home with the Gardens Gazette.  

PARENT AND VOLUNTEER - PARTICIPATION  

The education of children is a co-operative effort between 

parents, teachers and members of the community.     

Research shows that one of the factors that have a positive 

influence on student learning is a learning environment in 

which there is a strong and consistent partnership between 

the student, the teacher and the parents & caregivers.  There 

are many areas where the functioning of our school is highly 

dependent on the support of parent and community 

volunteers. 

There are many ways parents can become partners in the 

1earning and development of their child and their child’s 

school environment. Here are some of them:  

¶ Assistance in the classroom 

¶ Support for classroom reading 

¶ Taking an interest in your child’s learning 

¶ Helping with reading at home 

¶ Ensuring you read your child’s diary each week and sign it 

¶ Helping in the canteen or resource centre 

¶ Helping on working bees 

¶ Transporting students to sport 

¶ Fundraising endeavours 

¶ Assistance with excursions and school events eg Sports Day 

¶ Attending parent-teacher-student interviews 

¶ Attending assemblies 

If you can spare any time please register your interest at the front office. Also, any volunteers 

working directly with students will need to have a police check before they can participate in the 

school setting.  Please see the front office for information to apply for a police check.  

PERFORMING ARTS CENTRE 

The Open Space Unit is fully air conditioned and carpeted, and is used for many specialist music 

and drama lessons, assemblies and performances.  

It is also used for parent/community functions and is hired out for a range of community activities, 

including yoga classes out of school hours. 
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PLAY FACILITIES 

Fulham Gardens Primary School has well equipped play and yard 

areas and include: 

¶ large grassed areas which children access at lunchtimes 

¶ netball and basketball areas 

¶ artificial grass mini soccer/games pitch 

¶ playground equipment  

¶ a sandpit which is part of the play area. A shaded pergola 

area and amphitheatre is available for both play and as an 

outdoor teaching area.   

      

RECYCLE RANGERS 

The students at Fulham Gardens Primary School are involved in a number of  

recycling  projects which support community organisations and in turn support 

student and community fundraising. These provide valuable opportunities for 

students, their families and our local community  to be involved in sustainable 

activities. 

REPORTING TO PARENTS 

The reporting process includes: 

TERM ONE Parent Information Night  and Parent-Student-Teacher 3-way Conferences and 

TERM TWO           Progress Report 

TERM THREE Parent-Student-Teacher Conferences at parents request 

TERM FOUR Summative Report 

Teachers use a variety of assessment and reporting strategies with their students throughout the 

year. These include standardised spelling, maths and comprehension tests. Teachers may also 

listen to and test students reading on a regular basis. Students in years 3, 5, 7 take part in the 

National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy at the beginning of Term 2 and results are 

sent home towards the end of Term 3. 

YEAR LEVELS AND PROGRESS 

In general, children progress through school with children of their own age and social 

development. A wide range of ability levels is found in all class groups. Due to the size of our 

school all classes have combined year levels, usually with two-year levels in a class.  

Placement in class groups, taking account of each child’s learning needs, is made in consultation 

with parents, teachers and the principal.  

RESOURCE CENTRE  

The school has a well equipped resource centre and is open from 8:30am on Tuesday and Friday.  

Parents are encouraged to assist their child with browsing, borrowing or returning books before or 

after school. If you are interest in volunteering some of your time to help cover, process and shelve 

materials please see the front office.  



J:\Common\HANDBOOK\HANDBOOK - PARENT INFORMATION OCT 2011.doc Page 11  

 

SCHOOL CARD 

Assistance towards the payment of Materials and Services charge is available to those with a 

Health Care Card or Sole Parent Pension from Centrelink.  A School Card Application needs to be 

collected from the school, completed and returned at the beginning of the year.  Parents must  

re-apply each year for the School Card Assistance . 

SIREN TIMES 

8:30am  School / classes open  - Teachers on yard duty  8:30am  

8:40am  Classrooms open  

8:45am  Students undertake morning administration – roll called  

8:50am  Morning l essons commence   

10:45am  Recess 

11:15am  Lessons recommence  

1:15pm   Lunch is eaten inside classes or in the Lunch Shed 

1:25pm   Playtime 

1:55pm  Afterno on lessons commence  

3:15pm  Dismissal 

STAFF CAR PARK 

Children, bicycles and cars do not make a good mix.  It is illegal to park in 

the school driveway or walkway at the front of the school. Parents and 

visitors are asked to park on the roadway away from the school gate.   

A PERMIT is required, for any parent, to park in the staff car park. The 

Principal grants permits to disabled students and those with special 

requirements. The staff car park is reserved for staff cars only ð pedestrians 

must not use the car park as an access to other parts of the school.  

Children should be left or picked up on the school side of the road to reduce the risk when 

children cross the road. 

STUDENT PARTICIPATION 

Each class holds regular class meetings where matters are raised and debated by class members.   

Student Governing Council (SGC) meets regularly.  Student run assemblies are held fortnight in the 

Performing Arts Centre.  Each class takes turns to host assemblies.  Students share their classroom 

learning, participate as an audience and have the opportunity to speak and perform in front of 

large groups. 

SUN PROTECTION POLICY 

All children R-7 are required to wear an approved hat when outside, regardless of the weather - 

except between June and September.  This includes recess, lunch, any lessons held outside and 

excursions.  

Approved hats only. These are either broad brim or legionnaire style – providing the best UV 

protection.  The use of 15+ skin block is encouraged. 

WEATHER ð HOT & EXTREME WEATHER POLICY 

On days forecast by the Weather Bureau as 36ºC or more, hot weather policy applies. 

This means students stay under shade, if outdoors, and at the duty teachers’ discretion 

the siren may be sounded to indicate that students need to return to the shelter of 

classrooms.  

Parents are reminded to ensure children apply sun block and bring their water bottles 

daily. The temperature for hot weather policy for sporting events is 35 ºC on Sports Days. 

 


